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In the beginning of March 2016, my husband (Thomas) and I spent 
six grace-filled days ringing birds at Mutinondo Wilderness Lodge in 
northern Zambia (12°27ôS 31°17ôE).  
 
Shortly after we had left the car we looked at each other with the 
same thought: This is a place where we would like to spend some 
weeks for bird ringing. 
 
Birdlife was like a miracle and this experience became richer and 
more profound by the extensive knowledge, experience and 
enthusiasm of lodge manager Frank Willems, and Michael Mills, our 
South African bird guide, specialising in Angolan birds and bird 
sounds in general. 
  
The land is pristine miombo woodland with giant whale-back rocks 
and dambos that drain their waters through evergreen forest 
patches. The island mountains and vistas unfolded a sense of earth 
before humanity, of a timelessness before we had names. This purity 
and variety of habitats hosts a huge number of bird species, 356 
have been recorded by now. For us, mainly ringing birds in the 
Namibian desert, it looked like paradise and it proved to be. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 - View from the cabin. 
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Our hosts welcomed us with wonderful food and gracious 
accommodations. Our spacious, organically-grown-out-of-the-rock, 
grass-roofed chalet, one of four, offered us peaceful stillness and 
rest and captivating views. Small streams invited us for a bath after 
the dayôs work, with no hippos, no crocs, no bilharzia, the Hamerkop 
nesting above, and Finfoot paddling silently. From the well cared for 
campsites we could see in the valley flocks of Eurasian Hobbies 
hunting dragonflies. 
 
We returned 9 months later, in December 2016, for five weeks of 
daily bird ringing. Arriving, the lush paradise now was dry after a long 
time of drought and was black in many parts from the poachersô fires. 
The trees were bare, the rivers and marsh shrunken. Only two days 
before our arrival the first rain for months had fallen. The rains stayed 
with us almost daily in all forms from drizzle to thunderstorms, and 
slowly Earth turned green again, bringing new varieties of flowers 
and insects every day. 

Figure 2 ï Corncrake Crex crex. 

Figure 3 - Half-collared Kingfisher  Alcedo semitorquata 

Figure 4 ï Rufous-bellied Tit Parus rufiventris 
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Mutinondo is a birder´s paradise - chest high grass giving us Black-
rumped Buttonquail, Broad-tailed Warblers and Grey-rumped 
Swallows. Senegal Coucals skulking along small streams of crystal 
water meandering through the marshy so-called dambos in the 
openings between pristine miombo forest, home of the Bar-winged 
Weaver and Anchieta´s Barbet.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5 - Black-throated Wattle-eye Platysteira peltata 

Figure 6 - Marsh Widowbird Euplectes hartlaubi 



Biodiversity Observations 8.31:1-14  4 

 

 

ï ISSN 2219-0341 ï 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 7 - African Broadbill Smithornis capensis 

Figure 8 - African Wood-owl Strix woodfordii Figure 9 - Wahlberg´s Eagle Aquila wahlbergi 
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Figure 10 - White-tailed Blue Flycatcher Elminia albicauda 

Figure 11 - Red-capped Crombec Sylvietta ruficapilla 

Figure 12 - Green-capped Eremomela Eremomela scotops 

Figure 13 - Black-rumped Buttonquail Turnix nanus 
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Dense thickets in steep gorges were home to the reclusive, brilliant 
BocageËs Akalat and Cabanisôs, Little and Grey-olive Greenbuls. 
 
We were surprised by a Spotted Creeper alone in a 15 m mist net; 
Black-throated Wattle-eye, Bºhmôs, Ashy, Collared and Blue-mantled 
Crested Flycatchers; Meyerôs Parrot, Green-headed, Olive, Variable, 
Anchieta´s  and Amethyst Sunbirds. Black-backed Barbets, Yellow-
rumped Tinkerbirds, Stierlingôs Wren-warbler, Pale-crowned, Stout, 
Trilling, Zitting, Red-faced and Short-winged Cisticolas. 
 

Figure 14 - Bocage´s Akalat Sheppardia bocagei 

Figure 15 - Bar-winged Weaver Ploceus angolensis 

Figure 16 - Anchieta´s Sunbird Anthreptes anchietae 
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The other-worldly call of the Ground Hornbill echoing by day was 
matched by the Spotted Hyaena song at night. Rossôs Turaco 
flashing through the trees on a quiet afternoon, while Schalow´s 
Touracos were heard croaking; - we felt redeemed, reset to our initial 
conditions. 
 
A special treat were the Palearctic migrants: Tree Pipits, Collared 
Flycatchers, Whitethroats, Garden, Marsh, Sedge and Great Reed 
Warblers, Thrush Nightingales and as a highlight, a River Warbler. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 17 - Cabanis´s Bunting Emberiza cabanisi 

Figure 18 - Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus 

Figure 19 - Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia 


